








The TRACE online database on molecular markers
to identify origin of meat, honey and cereals

Jakob Lindenmeyer, Agency BATS , CH, WP3 partner
Ines Laube, BfR, D, WP3 leader

The goal of WP3 was the characterisation of food products on the basis of DNA or protein
detection methods. DNA methods are increasingly used due to their higher degree of specificity,
and their suitability for the analysis of highly processed foodstuffs. To disseminate the developed
detection methods to identify origin of meat, honey and cereals, TRACE partners 41 (Agency
BATS) and 4 (Federal Institute for Risk Assessment, BfR) developed an online database on
molecular markers. Since last year, the online database is compatible to the design of the TRACE
website. Last fall all scientific data delivered by the participants of WP3 was imported in the
database. Unless some unpublished and confidential information, which is still password-protected,
most of the records are now accessible from the TRACE website under: www.trace.eu.org/mbdb

A personal login for the whole information in the TRACE online database on molecular markers
can be requested from the work package leader of WP3. Selected information, which is protected in
the TRACE database on molecular markers, can be requested directly from the responsible WP3-
partner, who provided the selected information.
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What information is available for the consumer?

Consumer perceptions of traceability: A cross-national comparison of the

associated benefits

Wendy van Rijswijk, Lynn J. Frewer, Davide Menozzi and Giusi Faioli, TRACE WP7 partners

Consumer perceptions regarding traceability were investigated
by means-end-chain laddering. Consumers in four European

countries were questioned about the benefits they associate
with traceability related attributes. The benefits consumers
associated with traceability are in terms of health, quality,
safety and control, of which the latter was associated with trust
and confidence. These benefits were similarly important in the
countries investigated. Cross-national differences were also
observed. Importantly, both quality and safety were shown to
be related to traceability in the consumers’ minds with quality
implying safety. The results show that traceability may
contribute to improving consumer confidence. The most
important aspects of traceability which should be incorporated
into communication with consumers are discussed.
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Other TRACE News

TRACE at the Combating food fraud seminar
Paul Brereton, CSL, UK, TRACE coordinator

More than a hundred people from local authorities, consumer
organisations, industry and the media, as well as public analysts,
attended an Agency seminar in February on food authenticity and
the analytical tools that can detect fraud. The seminar discussed on
the development and use of state-of-the-art methods to uncover
where there is deliberate misdescription for financial gain in the UK
and Europe. It looked at existing and developing methods to combat
food fraud, as well as giving participants the opportunity to share
experiences and raise potential issues of fraud in industry. Paul
Brereton presented the use of a specification approach for

determining geographical origin as developed in the TRACE F

project.
More...
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foodqual.2008.02.001
http://www.trace.eu.org/admin/news/file/fraudseminarorigin.pdf
http://www.food.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/2008/feb/seminar

TRACE at the EUROFINS international seminar 2008
Michele Lees and Eric Jamin, WP1 partner (EUROFINS)
Gerry Downey, TRACE WP2 partner (TEAGASC)

Olga Kehagia, TRACE WP7 partner (AUA)

On 20-22 February was held in Paris the EUROFINS s

international seminar on the GMO issue. One thematic =

was dedicated to the authenticity and labelling of all .'l‘ e u rOfI n S
products. In this session chaired by Michele Lees, G.

Downey gave a lecture on the potential and limitations of profiling techniques such as NIR to
screen the food products. Eric Jamin described what analysis can and cannot check the making
geographical origin claims. Simon Kelly explained the analytical methodology to tell the difference
between organic and conventional crops.

A second session was dedicated to the traceability of all food products addressing useful
traceability, global solutions and scientific studies. Olga Kehagia reported the WP7 TRACE work

through a lecture entitled “Traceability — What does the consumer want? Results of a pan European
consumer experiment”.

More... Eracee.

ChemTRACE Toolbox for food verification available from VICIM
Bernard Vandeginste, TRACE web-correspondent (VICIM)

The Chemometrics Matlab toolbox, developed within TRACE will be ﬁ

made available to the public through the Virtual Institute on . race o
Chemometrics and Industrial Metrology (VICIM). The toolbox -
contains state-of-the-art modules to analyze data obtained in verification studies of food origin.
Specifically, tools are available for filling missing data and to cope with outliers. ChemTRACE
contains modules for robust PCA and robust SIMCA, Classification and Regression Trees (CART),
Artificial Neural Networks, Discriminant Partial Least Squares (D-PLS) and Support Vector
Machines. ChemTRACE is supported by a 2-days training course with hands-on exercises, which
is mandatory for receiving the software. Training sessions are foreseen in The Netherlands and in
Slovenia. Please consult the VICIM Website for the announcements of training sessions:

www.vicim.com. More information can be obtained from info@vicim.com
More...

European research on traditional foods
06 March 2008
This publication, produced by the DG Research of the European
Commission, brings together some projects in the area of traditional food.
The task of promoting and sustaining traditional foods involves research
into nutritional benefits, food technology and modern production
techniques, and supports SMEs research investments. One of the projects
reported in this book is the TRACE project.
Information supplied by Philippe Vermeulen, TRACE web-correspondent
(CRA-W)
Source : CORDIS
More...
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http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?i=03fa5bd6-0788-4290-93e0-26cc12bf2541
http://www.vicim.com/
ftp://ftp.cordis.europa.eu/pub/fp7/kbbe/docs/traditional-foods.pdf

News from other projects

PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR THE VALIDATION OF

TRACEABILITY IN THE SEAFOOD CHAIN
21 April 2008
The general objective of the project VALID within SEAFOODplus
integrated programme was to define a validation model for obtaining
seafood traceability along the whole chain that could be considered as a
guide and reference by all the agents involved in the fishery chain as well
as by the control authorities. This validation model will also establish
indicators which will give an idea of the efficiency and efficacy of the
implemented measures in order to ensure the traceability.
Information supplied by Begona Perez Villarreal, TRACE subcontractor
(AZTI-Technalia)

Source : AZTI-Tecnalia
More...

VICIM LAUNCHES A CHEMOMETRICOMPENDIUM
21 January 2008
The Virtual Institute on Chemometrics and Industrial Metrology (VICIM)
launched its Chemometricompendium 2.0. Says Bernard Vandeginste,
Director of VICIM: “There is a definite need for a comprehensive
chemometrics help system that explains chemometric terms and concepts
in a few sentences”. Although the system already contains over the 100
pages, it is still work in progress. New terms and concepts are continuously
added, later on including links to references and software.
The Chemometricompendium (freeware) can be downloaded from the
VICIM website: www.vicim.com.
Information supplied by Bernard Vandeginste, TRACE web-correspondent
(VICIM)

Source : VICIM
More...

News in Europe

THE “CREMANT DE WALLONIE” ON THE TABLE
13 March 2008
Two Belgian wines were recognised AOC (Appelation d'Origine
Contrdlée) by the Walloon Government: the "Cremant de Wallonie" and
the "Vin mousseux de qualité de Wallonie". More information regarding
the Belgian AOC wines can be find on http://www.vinsdebelgique.be
Information supplied by Philippe Vermeulen, TRACE web-correspondent
(CRA-W)
Source : Skynet Actu
More...
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PARMESAN CHEESE MUST COME FROM ITALY
27 February 2008
The Europe's highest court rejected the notion that the name "Parmesan" is
generic and not protected. Therefore, only cheeses bearing the protected
designation of origin (PDO) "Parmigiano Reggiano" can be sold under the
name "Parmesan".
Information supplied by Philippe Vermeulen, TRACE web-correspondent _'-'-"-‘\.r_,,ﬁﬁv‘
(CRA-W) (o
Source : EUbusiness Nt ———
More...

BREWERS CAUTIOUS OVER EU TRACEABILITY

PLAN
26 February 2008
New proposals designed to improve the traceability of consumer goods like 1
beer have been cautiously welcomed by an association of European E 1
brewers, despite concerns over the exact cost of the system.
Information supplied by Monika Tomaniovd, TRACE web-correspondent
(ICT Prague)

Source : beveragedaily.com
More...

MOBILE TRACEABILITY CONSUMER

APPLICATIONS
21 February 2008
TraceTracker showed how a mobile phone with a 2D-barcode reader
application connected to the internal mobile camera could be used by a
consumer at the retail store to retrieve traceability information on a
product.
Information supplied by Philippe Vermeulen, TRACE web-correspondent
(CRA-W)
Source : TraceTracker
More...

FEEDBACK ON THE EU LABELLING PROPOSAL .
07 February 2008 =)
Following the EU proposal of 31 January, for modernising and reforming C}/N <4
EU labelling requirements for food and drink, you will find here the main .
significant changes for the food manufacturers, in particular regarding the
precision of provenance.
Information supplied by Ouissam Abbas, TRACE web-correspondent
(CRA-W)
Source : FoodNavigator
More...
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SCIENTISTS TEST HOW 'ORGANIC' ORGANICS ARE
07 February 2008
Fraud in organic farming may become an increasing concern as the sector
experiences rapid year-on-year growth, leading scientists to develop ways
to test whether synthetic fertilizers were used.
Information supplied by Monika Tomaniova, TRACE web-correspondent
(ICT Prague)

Source : foodnavigator.com
More...
Download file

STRICTER AND SIMPLER FOOD LABELLING

PROCEDURES
01 February 2008
The European Commission voted on legislation to introduce mandatory
regulations for food and drink labelling across Europe. The country of
origin should be determined in accordance with the Community Custom g "
Code. The origin or place of provenance of the main ingredients must also FS
be listed if those ingredients originate from a different place than the
finished product.
Information supplied by Ouissam Abbas, TRACE web correspondent
(CRA-W)
Source : Food navigator
More...

PERSPECTIVE FOR FOOD 2030
24 January 2008
On 17-18 April 2007 the Directorate-General for Research of the European
Commission organised a major Conference on the future research and
competitiveness aspects of the European food industry. The overall I: O (.
purpose of the Conference was to anticipate research needs by 2030 and
develop coherent actions in view of the diverse and increasingly important 2030
changes that the European food industry will have to face.
Information supplied by Philippe Vermeulen, TRACE web-correspondent
(CRA-W)
Source : European commission
More...

THE SIMPLER THE BETTER FOR FOOD LABELLING,

SAYS STUDY
18 January 2008
Simple front-of-pack nutritional labelling and endorsement by health A ey &
organisations are most efficient in informing consumers, according to a P[)L_-_t_]t‘—-
new Unilever study. ¢ i
Information supplied by Monika Tomaniova, TRACE web-correspondent
(ICT Prague)

Source : food&drink europe.com
More...
Download file
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NEW INTERNET-BASED FOOD TRACEABILITY
SYSTEM

17 January 2008
The Northern Irish Company, TraceAssured Ltd, has launched last 11th
January a new online food chain traceability initiative aimed at providing TroceAssured

fand chain traceability

the global food industry with the ability to trace the source and content of
all  food product ingredients instantly. More info  on
http://www.traceassured.com/company_info/

Information supplied by Ouissam Abbas, TRACE web-correspondent
(CRA-W)

Source : FoodQualityNews

More...
Download file

FALSE CHAMPAGNE DESTROYED IN BELGIUM
14 January 2008
3300 wine bottles originating from United States and falsely designated as
Champagne were destroyed this week by the Belgian customs
administration. Since the coming into force in 2004 of new Community
legislation which enables Member States to intervene at the borders
against goods suspected of infringing geographical indications, 14000
bottles have been destroyed.
Information supplied by Vincent Baeten, TRACE web-correspondent
(CRA-W)
Source : RTL-Info
More...

FINGERPRINTS COULD HELP STOP FAKE FOOD
11 January 2008
Researchers at the University of the Basque Country are working on a way
to develop a "fingerprint" using polyphenol groups to help cut adulteration
in foodstuffs.
Information supplied by Monika Tomaniova, TRACE web-correspondent
(ICT Prague)

Source : nutraingredients.com
More...

HOW TO READ A LABEL
08 January 2008
In the European Union, rules are put in place on the labelling of foodstuffs
to enable European consumers to get comprehensive information on the
contents and the composition of food products. This leaflet helps w‘ "

consumers on how to read a label while purchasing their foodstuffs. ’y 'E-?
Information supplied by Vincent Baeten, TRACE web correspondent (CRA- {- *k
w) : |

Source : Health & Consumer Protection Directorate General &\-’
More...
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HEALTH, SAFETY AND FOOD ORIGIN MAIN ISSUES

FOR UK POLICY
04 January 2008
The UK government has set in motion a review of food policy and
strategies with the publication of an analytical study on current and
emerging food trends
Information supplied by Monika Tomaniova, TRACE web-correspondent
(ICT Prague)

Source : foodproductiondaily.com
More...

UK BODY OPENS NEW YEAR WHISKY

CONSULTATION
03 January 2008
It is not resolution, but regulation driving New Year optimism in Scotch
whisky production, as the UK government this week opens consultation on
new rules to protect the liquor's reputation internationally.
The proposed amendments will restrict how the product is labelled and
sold in the country, with a particular focus on protecting the geographical
origin of the product.
Information supplied by Monika Tomaniova, TRACE web-correspondent
(ICT Prague)

Source : beveragedaily.com
More...

News outside Europe

FOOD SECURITY ASSESSMENT TOOLS AVAILABLE

TO INDUSTRY
02 January 2008
The FDA has unveiled a new set of self-assessment tools to help the food
and cosmetics industries minimize the risk of their products being
intentionally contaminated. http://www.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/defguids.html
Information supplied by Monika Tomaniova, TRACE web-correspondent
(ICT Prague)

Source : nutraingredients.com
More...
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Upcoming Events

TRACE: 4TH ANNUAL MEETING
Torremolinos - Spain
23 April 2008
WORKSHOP "TRACEFOOD FRAMEWORK AND
TRACECORE XML"
Download file
24 - 25 April 2008
CONFERENCE
“LOST WITHOUT TRACE:
NEW APPROACHES FOR TRACING THE ORIGIN
OF FOOD”

More...

I'dCeé .

12 - 16 May 2008
6TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON ISOTOPES
Seoul - Korea
More...

22 - 23 May 2008
WORKSHOP APPLICAZIONI DELLA ' | | |GIDRM r
RISONANZA MAGNETICA NELLA SCIENZA
DEGLI ALIMENTI i) -

Campobasso — Italy
More...

28 - 30 May 2008
8TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON MANAGEMENT IN AGRIFOOD
CHAINS AND NETWORKS
Ede - The Netherlands
More...

08 - 10 June 2008
5TH OPEN SEAFOODPLUS CONFERENCE
Copenhagen - Denmark

More...

15 - 18 June 2008
13TH ICC CEREAL AND BREAD
CONGRESS: CEREALS WORLWIDE
IN THE 21ST CENTURY: PRESENT
AND FUTURE
Madrid - Spain

More...

30 June 2008 - 04 July 2008
11TH CONFERENCE ON CHEMOMETRICS IN
ANALYTICAL CHEMISTRY: CAC 2008
Montpellier - France

- 5
More... ﬁkﬂ m?‘*

TRACE FP6 project : www.trace.eu.org
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For further information contact: trace.enquiries(@trace.eu.org

This work is funded by the European Commission, under the FP6 Food Quality and Safety Priority,
within the framework of the Integrated Project TRACE — 006942 — entitled “Tracing Food Commodities
in Europe”. This project is carried out by a consortium coordinated by the CSL — Central Science
Laboratory (UK) and includes 51 partners. The information reflects the authors views, the European
Commission is not liable for any use of the information contained therein.

Subscriber information:

You are receiving this mail because you are subscribed to the Food authenticity and traceability e-
Newsletter with your email-address.

If you wish to unsubscribe, just reply to newsletter@trace.eu.org , with the word "Unsubscribe" in the
subject.

Disclaimer:

The information provided on this newsletter has been provided for convenience as part of the service
that is offered at this newsletter. The TRACE consortium cannot accept any liability for its accuracy or
content. Visitors who rely on this information do so at their own risk.
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